


TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT

The existing transportation network within the Plan Area includes interstate and state highways,
arterial, collector, and local roadways, shared use paths, and transit systems. Residents and
visitors primarily rely on personal vehicles for transportation throughout the Plan Area due to
limited frequency and disconnected transit service, and gaps in the bicycle and pedestrian network.
There are numerous planned roadway, transit, and active transportation projects within the Lake
Tahoe Basin portion of El Dorado County, which are identified throughout this chapter. Planned
projects are in alignment with the Regional Transportation Plan, seeking to improve road safety,
improve traffic flow, create a widespread active transportation network, create a more desirable
transit network including water transit, and provide enhanced access to recreation areas. This
element seeks to improve the transportation system through physical enhancements to
transportation infrastructure, transit service, the active transportation network, transportation

safety, and congestion management.

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Roadway Network
Highways

US Highway 50 (US 50) and California State
Route 89 (SR 89) serve as the primary highway
linkages in and through the Plan Area (see
Figure 3-1). Two of the seven highway
entrances into the Lake Tahoe Basin are within
the Plan Area. US 50 and SR 89 run concurrently
between the Meyers Town Center and the South
Lake Tahoe “Y.” Within the Plan Area, US 50 and
SR 89 are designated as state scenic highways
and as TRPA scenic roadway travel units.
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US 50 enters the Lake Tahoe Basin from the
west at Echo Summit in the southwestern
portion of the Plan Area. The US 50 corridor
over Echo Summit is the busiest gateway into
the Lake Tahoe Basin and provides the main
entrance to the south shore of Lake Tahoe
from the Bay Area, portions of the Central
Valley, and western slope of the Sierra
Nevada. US 50 is a two-lane highway with a
continuous, two-way center turn lane between
the junction with SR 89 junction in the west
and Pioneer Trail in the east. The speed limit
on US 50 ranges from 40 to 55 miles per hour
within the Plan Area. Recently completed
projects on US 50 include implementation of
roundabouts at the US 50 and SR 89
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intersection and the US 50/SR 89 and Pioneer
Trail intersection to improve safety, air quality,
mobility, walkability, and traffic flow.

SR 89 provides entry into the Lake Tahoe
Basin at Luther Pass, along the southern
boundary of the Plan Area. The highway
provides access from southern Carson Valley,
the eastern Sierra, portions of the western
slope of the Sierra Nevada, and surrounding
communities such as Markleeville and
Kirkwood. The road runs to the north the
length of the Plan Area and provides access to
Camp Richardson, Emerald Bay, Rubicon Bay,
Meeks Bay, and Tahoma. SR 89 is generally
two lanes wide within the Plan Area and has
additional turn lanes at major intersections.
The speed limit varies from 35 to 55 miles per
hour within the Plan Area.

County Roadways

There are four major county roadways within
the Plan Area—Pioneer Trail, Lake Tahoe
Boulevard/North Upper Truckee Road, Elks

Club Drive, and Sawmill Road (see Figure 3-1).

These roadways are all within the vicinity of
the Meyers and Pioneer Trail residential
communities. Pioneer Trail intersects US 50 in
Meyers, which provides a connection from
Meyers to the eastern portion of the City of
South Lake Tahoe.

Numerous local and collector county roads
serve areas throughout the Plan Area and
intersect US 50, SR 89, and other major
roadways. These roads are primarily low
volume streets that provide access to
residential neighborhoods.

County-maintained roads are funded by
Measure S, Transient Occupancy Tax, and
other funding sources, which are allocated to
snow removal and road maintenance within
the unincorporated portion of El Dorado
County within the Tahoe Basin. This measure
was approved by the voters in 2022.
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Other Roadways

The Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit
(LTBMU) of the United States Forest Service
(USFS), California Department of Parks and
Recreation (State Parks), the California Tahoe
Conservancy (Conservancy), and private
landowners own other roadways within the
Plan Area. USFS-owned roads are part of the
National Forest System and provide access to
recreational areas and seasonal USFS
recreational residence tracts. State Parks
provides roads within state parks and
recreation areas. Heavenly Mountain Resort
and the Conservancy also provide roads within
their properties.

Planned Major Roadway
Projects

Planned major roadway improvements are
included in the TRPA Regional Transportation
Plan (RTP), SR 89 Corridor Management Plan
(CMP), and TRPA Vision Zero Strategy.
Proposed changes focus on managing traffic
congestion (particularly in high visitation
recreation areas and main gateways to the
Lake Tahoe Basin), improving emergency
vehicle access, reducing traffic injuries and
fatalities, and implementing complete street
and transportation demand management
(TDM) measures to encourage modes of travel
other than personal vehicles. Below is a
summary of planned major roadway projects
from the RTP, SR 89 CMP, and priority projects
from the Vision Zero Strategy.

e Fallen Leaf Road Rehabilitation Project:
Fallen Leaf Road is 4.9 miles long and
extends from SR 89 to the southern end of
Fallen Leaf Lake at Stanford Sierra Camp.
The project is to complete roadway
improvements along the entire 4.9-mile
length of Fallen Leaf Road from SR 89 to
Glen Alpine Creek. The project may be
broken into segments pending approval of
future grant funds.
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SR 89 Corridor
Management Plan

The SR 89 CMP creates a
vision for the 17.5 mile
corridor of SR 89 from the
City of South Lake Tahoe to
Tahoma to shift visitation
from being auto-dominated
to multi-modal. SR 89 is one
of most visited and most
popular corridors in the
Tahoe region from Memorial
Day through Labor Day. The
CMP recommends a suite of
transportation demand
management strategies to
disperse recreational use
throughout the day and
throughout the corridor.

Specific recommendations
include transit and shuttle
services, active
transportation facilities,
water taxis, infrastructural
improvements, technology
systems and information
access, parking and transit
reservation systems, and
parking management and
enforcement. As an initial
step, a shuttle pilot project
operated between Camp
Richardson and Emerald Bay
in summer 2025.

Goals of the SR 89 CMP
include:

Provide a quality travel
experience for all.
Improve the
environment.

Advance safety

Create comfortable,
connected, and
convenient transit and
trail systems.

Fund the vision.

Set the stage for
implementation,
maintenance, and
operations.
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Lake Tahoe Boulevard from Industrial Avenue to
Boulder Mountain Court: The proposed project from
TRPA's 2024 Vision Zero Strategy and the County's Local
Road Safety Plan would include dedicated left and right-
hand turn lanes at Industrial Avenue; roadway
reconfiguration to reduce to one lane; include inside
shoulders bike lanes; and remove, relocate, or protect fixed
objects and edge line rumble strips along Lake Tahoe
Boulevard to reduce the number of accidents on this key
major roadway between Meyers and South Lake Tahoe.

Meyers Corridor Operational Improvement Project: A
complete streets project that would construct 1.3 miles of
improvements along US 50 through the Meyers Commercial
Town Center. Improvements would include intersection
enhancements, visible crosswalks, lighting, signage,
landscaping, and transit facilities.

SR 89 Recreation Corridor Improvements: The 2020 SR
89 CMP was an outcome of this project. Future phases of
the project are focused on implementation of the TDM
projects identified in the CMP. Future planned roadway
improvement projects in the SR 89 corridor include:

e Emerald Bay highway redesign and operations
evaluations;

e Potential park-n-ride locations at the South Lake Tahoe
“Y,” Camp Richardson, and Tahoma;

e Point source congestion management at popular
recreation areas;

o Restricted roadside parking along SR 89 between the
South Lake Tahoe city limit and D.L. Bliss State Park;

e Parking management along SR 89 from Emerald Bay to
Meeks Bay;

e Shared-use path and bicycle/pedestrian improvements
between Meeks Bay and Cascade Creek

e Potential short-term parking viewpoint at Emerald Bay;

e Bus and vehicular turnarounds at Emerald Bay; and

e Emergency and maintenance turnarounds throughout
the SR 89 corridor.

US 50 from Old Meyers Grade Road to Echo Summit
Road: The proposed project from the Vision Zero Strategy
would include signage, rumble strips, and travel lane
enhancements to reduce the number of crashes on Echo
Summit.
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Figure 3-1 Existing Roadway Network
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Transit within the Plan Area is very limited and there is
currently no public transit connection between the north and
south portions of the Plan Area or between the north shore and
south shore of Lake Tahoe. The existing transit network is
shown in Figure 3-2, which confirms the limited extent of
transit in the Plan Area.

| Transit Network
_

= o | Regional Transit Network
— Tahoe Truckee Area Regional Transit

The Tahoe Truckee Area Regional Transit (TART) system
provides free year-round transit service to the west and north
shores of Lake Tahoe, including the northern portion of the Plan
—— Area in Tahoma. The service area extends from Tahoma and
Ed Z'Berg Sugar Pine Point State Park in the south to Kings
Beach, Olympic Valley, Incline Village, and Truckee in the
north. The Placer County Department of Public Works and Town
of Truckee jointly operate TART.

The Mainline Route, which runs from Tahoma to Incline Village
along SR 89 and SR 28, operates partially within the Plan Area.
Service is provided hourly between the Tahoma area and the
Tahoe City Transit Center. Other TART transit lines provide
connections to Truckee and Olympic Valley. TART offers
paratransit within 0.75 miles of fixed routes, which includes the
community of Tahoma and Ed Z'Berg Sugar Pine Point State
Park.

TART offers a free on-demand microtransit service called TART
Connect, which operates in three defined service areas: Lake
Tahoe from Tahoma to Incline Village, throughout Olympic
Valley, and throughout Truckee. Tahoma is within TART
Connect Zone 1, which services the west shore from Tahoma to
Carnelian Bay. Transfer stations in Carnelian Bay and Crystal
Bay allow riders to extend their ride to other zones.
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Tahoe Transportation District

The Tahoe Transportation District (TTD)
provides free year-round fixed-route transit
service on the south and east shores of Lake
Tahoe. Current transit throughout the City of
South Lake Tahoe and Stateline, Nevada runs
from the South Y Transit Center to the
Kingsbury Transit Center. TTD also provides
regional transit connections to Carson Valley,
including Minden, Gardnerville, and Carson
City. There are currently no TTD transit stops
or transit lines within the Plan Area. TTD
provides complementary paratransit for
qualifying riders up to 1 mile from fixed routes
and to the communities in Meyers, Christmas
Valley, and Pioneer Trail. TTD previously
operated the Emerald Bay Trolley during the
summer, which operated between the South Y
Transit Center and the Tahoe City Transit
Center. A pilot project, providing similar service
from the South Y to Emerald Bay, operated by
Downtowner, was restarted for the summer of
2025.

South Shore Transportation
Management Association

The South Shore Transportation Management
Association (SS-TMA) contracts Lake Link
transit services, which offers free, year-round,
on-demand microtransit within the South
Tahoe area. The service is funded through
public-private partnerships. The service area
extends from the Upper Truckee River in the
City of South Lake Tahoe to Round Hill Village
in Nevada. The service area is primarily outside
the Plan Area, but includes the California Lodge
at Heavenly Mountain Resort, which is within
the Plan Area.

Vail Resorts

Vail Resorts offers ski shuttles between its
Heavenly Mountain Resort base areas during

! The El Dorado County Local Agency Formation
Commission (LAFCo) process for reviewing and approving
the proposed annexation of the California Lodge at
Heavenly Mountain Resort is being implemented
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ski season. The California Lodge base area is
within the Plan Area, and shuttles operate from
the lodge to Heavenly Village and surrounding
areas within the City of South Lake Tahoe.?!

El Dorado Transit and Amtrak

El Dorado Transit, in partnership with Amtrak,
provides once daily bus service through US 50
between Sacramento and South Lake Tahoe.
There are two bus stops within the nearby City
of South Lake Tahoe, with the closest stop to
the Plan Area at the South Y Transit Center. In
Sacramento, the bus service provides
connections to the Amtrak rail and bus
system.

Planned Transit Projects

The RTP and SR 89 CMP propose nhumerous
planned transit routes throughout the Plan
Area to provide greater transit connectivity
within the Lake Tahoe Basin and to regional
metropolitan areas, as well as to popular
recreation areas. New proposed transit routes
are intended to expand transit access to
Meyers and recreation sites along SR 89 and
provide regional transit access into the Lake
Tahoe Basin. Relevant projects are described
below:

e South Shore Water Taxi Project: The
RTP and SR 89 CMP propose a south shore
water taxi from Tahoma to Zephyr Cove,
Nevada. The water taxi would be operated
through a public/private partnership and
would connect to the Lake Tahoe
Waterborne Ferry, which would run high-
speed cross-lake ferry between the north
and south shores. The SR 89 CMP proposes
stops at Camp Richardson, Vikingsholm in
Emerald Bay, Rubicon Bay, and Hellman-
Ehrman Mansion at Ed Z'Berg Sugar Pine

concurrently with the development of the TED Area Plan.
In the future, the area may be annexed within the City of
South Lake Tahoe and no longer a part of the Plan Area.
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Point State Park. It also proposes pier
improvements at Tahoma and Camp
Richardson for water taxi access.

Transit Centers and Mobility Hubs: New
transit centers and mobility hubs are
proposed in the RTP and SR 89 CMP in
Emerald Bay, Meyers, and at the California
Lodge at Heavenly Mountain Resort.

Tahoe Basin Transit Routes: The
following transit enhancements are
envisioned to be implemented in the Plan
Area between 2030 and 2050 in the RTP:

e New fixed routes will include seasonal
service between Tahoma and Emerald
Bay and Emerald Bay and Stateline
(Route 30), and year-round service
between Meyers and Stateline
(Route 54).

e Microtransit is projected to expand to
include multiple zones covering most
south shore neighborhoods, including
Meyers.

e Paratransit is proposed to be comingled
with microtransit operations on the
South Shore, which would allow
paratransit riders more flexibility with
same-day, on-demand trips.
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e A new Trans Sierra route connecting
Meyers to Sacramento via US 50.

Emerald Bay Transit Project: The SR 89
CMP proposes a shuttle from the South
Lake Tahoe “Y” to Tahoma with stops at
Camp Richardson, Baldwin Beach, Emerald
Bay, D.L. Bliss State Park, Meeks Bay, and
Ed Z'Berg Sugar Pine Point State Park. A
shuttle pilot project was implemented
during summer 2025 with service from Ed
Z’'Berg Sugar Pine Point State Park, the
South Lake Tahoe “Y,” and Camp
Richardson to Emerald Bay. The goal of the
pilot project was to mitigate the dangerous
parking that occurs on the shoulder of

SR 89 by Emerald Bay.
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Figure 3-2 Existing Transit System
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Active Transportation Network
Existing Active Transportation Network

Bicycle and pedestrian facilities are provided through on-street
and off-street facilities throughout the Plan Area; these include
Class I shared use paths, Class II bike lanes, and Class III bike
routes. Most existing active transportation facilities are within
the south portion of the Plan Area in the vicinity of Meyers and
Camp Richardson. There are no sidewalks located within the
Plan Area besides on Apache Avenue from US 50 to the Meyers
Elementary School, which includes sideways on both sides of
Apache Avenue. Figures 3-3 to 3-5 show the existing active
transportation facilities within the Plan Area.

Class I Shared Use Paths

The Plan Area features approximately 14.5 miles of paved
Class I shared use paths, which provide both active
transportation and recreation benefits as well as
interconnectivity between and within communities and
recreation areas. Many of the existing Class I paths are in the
southern portion of the Plan Area around the communities of
South Lake Tahoe, Meyers, and Camp Richardson. Class I
shared use paths include the Sawmill Bike Path and Lake Tahoe
Boulevard Bike Path, which run from Meyers to South Lake
Tahoe; the Pope-Baldwin Bike Path, which runs from the South
Lake Tahoe “Y” to Spring Creek Road west of Camp Richardson;
and the Fallen Leaf Trail, which runs parallel to Fallen Leaf Road
from SR 89 to Fallen Leaf Campground. The Pat Lowe Memorial
Bike Trails provide off-highway bicycle and pedestrian
circulation on either side of US 50 throughout the Meyers
Commercial Town Center in lieu of sidewalks. The Baldwin
Beach Bike Path runs parallel to a portion of Baldwin Beach
Road.

In the northern portion of the Plan Area, the Tahoe City Public
Utility District (TCPUD) owns and operates the West Shore
Trail, a Class I path along SR 89 from Tahoma to Meeks Bay.
The path extends beyond the Plan Area to Tahoe City to provide
broader west shore connectivity for pedestrians and bicyclists.
The Pope-Baldwin Bike Path and West Shore Trail are part of
the Tahoe Trail, a paved shared use path envisioned to
circumnavigate Lake Tahoe. Outside of the Plan Area, the City
of South Lake Tahoe contains many miles of shared use paths.

PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT | FEBRUARY 2026 3-9




TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 3

South.Upper.Truckee.Road.is.proposed.to.be.signed.as.a.Class.lll.bike.routej

Class II Bike Lanes

Class II bike lanes exist along Pioneer Trail
from Meyers to South Lake Tahoe, along Lake
Tahoe Boulevard from Mt. Rainier Drive to
Sawmill Road, along a majority of North Upper
Truckee Road, and along US 50 from North
Upper Truckee Road to Sawmill Road. In the
northern Plan Area, there is a small segment
of Class II bike lanes along SR 89 in Tahoma,
which continues to the north to the community
of Sunnyside.

Class I1I Bike Routes

A small segment of on-street Class III bike
route runs along East and West San
Bernardino Avenue in Meyers; the bike route
combined with a portion of Class I path
provides neighborhood connectivity to Tahoe
Paradise Park and Meyers Elementary School.
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Planned Active Transportation
Projects

The TRPA RTP, TRPA Active Transportation
Plan (ATP), and SR 89 CMP identify future
active transportation facilities to enhance
bicycle and pedestrian connectivity throughout
the Plan Area, reduce bicyclist traffic stress,
improve road user safety, and encourage
multi-modal transportation. Figures 3-3 to 3-5
and Table 3-1 show these proposed projects
and major planned active transportation
projects are listed below:

e Baldwin Beach Bike Path: A planned
extension of the paved Class I path along
Baldwin Beach Road to alleviate congestion
from visitors walking and bicycling along
the beach entrance road.
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Black Bart Avenue Bike Route: Proposed
on-street Class III bike route along Black
Bart Avenue/Martin Avenue in South Lake
Tahoe from Pioneer Trail to Barbara
Avenue.

Fallen Leaf Recreational Access
Project: A proposed project to minimize
pedestrian, bicyclist, and vehicle conflicts
on Fallen Leaf Road between Fallen Leaf
Campground and Tahoe Mountain Road.
The project would include approximately
2.2-miles of Class I path and construction
of trailhead parking at either end of the
path.

Lake Tahoe Boulevard Bike Lanes:
Planned Class II bike lanes which would
run along Lake Tahoe Boulevard from
Sawmill Road to the South Lake Tahoe city
limit by the “Y”, where they would tie into
existing Class II bike lanes.

Pope Beach Bike Path: A planned paved
Class I path along Pope Beach Road to
alleviate congestion from visitors walking
and bicycling along the beach entrance
road.

Dennis T. Machida Memorial
Greenway: The Dennis T. Machida
Memorial Greenway, a partially completed
path, is envisioned to connect Stateline,
Nevada, the “Y” in South Lake Tahoe, and
Meyers through an old highway right of
way. Future phases of the Dennis T.
Machida Memorial Greenway are planned
through Johnson Meadow from the existing
Greenway in the Sierra Tract neighborhood
of South Lake Tahoe to the South Lake
Tahoe “Y” and to Meyers in future phases.
The path is also planned to extend to
Stateline through Van Sickle Bi-State Park.
Portions of the future phases through
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Johnson Meadow and within Van Sickle Bi-
State Park are within the Plan Area.

South Upper Truckee Road and Blitzen
Road Bike Routes: Proposed on-street
Class III bike routes in the Christmas
Valley community along South Upper
Truckee Road and Blitzen Road.

SR 89 Corridor Tahoe Trail: The
segment of the Tahoe Trail/West Shore Trail
from Camp Richardson to Meeks Bay is a
missing segment in the trail that is
proposed to circumnavigate the lake.
Alignments for the Class I path have been
studied in the 2020 SR 89 CMP and the
2023 Cascade to Meeks Trail Feasibility
Study.

US 50 Bike Path and Bike Lanes:
Planned Class I path and Class II bike
lanes along US 50 between Sawmill Road
and Kyburz Avenue within the South Lake
Tahoe city limit.
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Table 3-1 Existing and Planned Class I Shared Use Paths
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Path Name ‘ Community Area(s) Length (mi)
Existing Paths
Baldwin Beach Bike Path Camp Richardson 0.2
Fallen Leaf Trail Fallen Leaf Lake 0.4
Lake Tahoe Boulevard Bike Path Meyers to South Lake Tahoe 1.7
B e e Lo ot e
o el e T o s
Pope-Baldwin Bike Path (Tahoe Trail) Camp Richardson 4.1
San Bernardino Bike Path Meyers 0.3
Sawm!ll Bike Path (Santa Fe Road to Meyers 15
Sawmill Road)
Sawmill Bike Path (US 50 to Lake Tahoe Meyers to North Upper Truckee 1.9
Boulevard)
West Shore Trail (Tahoe Trail) Tahoma to Meeks Bay 2.5
Planned Paths
Baldwin Beach Bike Path Camp Richardson 0.4
Cascade to Meeks Trail (Tahoe Trail) Meeks Bay to Camp Richardson 13.9
Christmas Valley Bike Path Christmas Valley to Meyers 2.0
Dennis T. Machida Memorial Greenway
(Johnson Meadow to Pioneer Trail/US 50 South Lake Tahoe to Meyers 6.3
intersection)
Fallen Leaf Trail Extension Fallen Leaf Lake 3.9
Meyers Bike Path Meyers 0.3
Pope Beach Bike Path Camp Richardson 0.2
Tahoe Mountain Road Connector North Upper Truckee 0.3
US 50 Bike Path Meyers to South Lake Tahoe 1.1

Source: Data compiled by Ascent in 2024.
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TRANSPORTATION
STRATEGY

The TED Area Plan envisions an enhanced multi-modal
transportation system for transit, bicyclists, pedestrians,
personal mobility devices, and motor vehicles while achieving
the environmental thresholds identified in the Regional Plan.
Area Plan goals and policies incorporate regional policies
recommendations at a local scale, specific to the El Dorado
County portion of the Lake Tahoe Basin, which serves as a
major transportation gateway to Lake Tahoe, features many
major summer and winter recreational destinations, and is
home to approximately 9,000 residents.

Area Plan strategies align with planning from the RTP, ATP,

SR 89 CMP, among others, in coordination with TTD, TART, and
the SS-TMA. Goals and policies in this Area Plan support safety
and maintenance improvements to the existing transportation
system, reliable public transit, a sustainable active
transportation network, safety for all transportation users, and
congestion management in highly visited recreation areas.
Taken together, the goals and policies support a reduction in
reliance on private automobiles through the creation of a
complete multi-modal network. Along with the goals and
policies of the Recreation Element (Chapter 3), the
Transportation Element envisions a high quality and convenient
system to benefit transportation and recreation and improve
the experience of visitors and residents.
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GOALS AND POLICIES

Goal TR-1: Transportation System Improvements

Implement multi-modal and environmentally responsible transportation system
improvements to improve the existing network and achieve the Area Plan

transportation strategy.

POLICIES

Policy TR-1.1: Project Implementation.
Implement roadway, active transportation,
transit, and other projects consistent with the
RTP and ATP recommendations in partnership
with TRPA, Caltrans, TTD, City of South Lake
Tahoe, TART, and private transportation
providers.

Policy TR-1.2: Roadway Maintenance.
Provide timely roadway maintenance in
coordination with transportation providers
through pavement improvement projects, road
shoulder parking management, and street
sweeping.

Policy TR-1.3: Greenhouse Gas Emissions.
Commit to lower emissions and vehicle miles
traveled through design of the transportation
network including prioritizing transit, travel
demand management, and active transportation
investments.

Policy TR-1.4: Winter Road Conditions.
Improve winter road conditions and safety
through improvements to chain up area
locations and operations, and winter road
maintenance and operations, including
improving snow plowing services.
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Policy TR-1.5: Evacuations and Congestion
Management. Upgrade and maintain the
transportation system to support evacuations
during emergencies and natural disasters, and
to relieve congestion during highly congested
days and hot spot periods, including making
necessary technological upgrades, roadway
improvements, and transit service
improvements.

Policy TR-1.6: Electric Vehicle Charging.
Prioritize the installation of electric vehicle
charging infrastructure throughout the Plan Area
to fill a gap in charger availability between
South Lake Tahoe and Tahoe City, in
coordination with public and private landowners
and consistent with the Tahoe-Truckee Plug-In
Electric Vehicle Readiness Plan.

Policy TR-1.7: Dig Once. Promote “dig once”
project planning for coordinated implementation
of transportation, utility, and conduit installation
projects to minimize construction disturbances,
streamline project planning, and provide
multiple benefits under a single project.

Policy TR-1.8: Climate Resilience. Achieve a
climate resilient transportation system in
response to increased climate vulnerability
through roadway, bikeway, and transit system
maintenance and design, accounting for
increased snow load, increased flooding and
precipitation, and drought.
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Goal TR-2: Public Transit

TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 3

Establish, improve, and maintain a reliable public transit system throughout the

Plan Area.

POLICIES

Policy TR-2.1: Public Transit Service.
Expand public transit service provided by other
transit providers within the Plan Area to areas
not currently served, such as Meyers, Christmas
Valley, Camp Richardson, and Emerald Bay,
consistent with the Linking Tahoe: Lake Tahoe
Basin Transit Master Plan and the SR 89 CMP.

Policy TR-2.2: Public Transit Gaps. Fill gaps
in public transit connectivity throughout the
Lake Tahoe Basin by facilitating transit
connections between Tahoma and South Lake
Tahoe to connect the north and south shores of
Lake Tahoe (when feasible due to seasonal
Emerald Bay closures), and from Meyers to the
“Y” in South Lake Tahoe.

Policy TR-2.3: Microtransit. Evaluate the
expansion of microtransit to portions of the Plan
Area currently not served by TART Connect and
Lake Link through coordination with SS-TMA,
TART, and the South Tahoe Transit Joint Powers
Authority.

Policy TR-2.4: Transit Amenities. Encourage
ridership and maintain the usability of the
transit system by providing high quality year-
round transit amenities such as additional
transit shelters, heated transit shelters, mobility
hubs, bus stops, signage, bicycle and ski racks
on buses, plowed pedestrian and bicycle access
paths, and winter accessible bicycle racks.

Policy TR-2.5: Paratransit. Continue to
provide and expand paratransit in the Plan Area
in collaboration with TTD and TART.

Policy TR-2.6: Mobility Hubs. Develop
mobility hubs proposed in Emerald Bay, Meyers,
Tahoma, and the California Lodge at Heavenly
Mountain Resort, consistent with the Linking
Tahoe: Lake Tahoe Basin Transit Master Plan and
the SR 89 CMP and in coordination with the
responsible agencies and entities.

Policy TR-2.7: Zero-Emission Transit Fleet.
Transition to a zero-emission transit fleet,
consistent with the Tahoe-Truckee Plug-In
Electric Vehicle Readiness Plan in coordination
with TTD, TART, and other transit providers.

Goal TR-3: Active Transportation Network

Sustain a safe, accessible, and interconnected active transportation network to
reduce reliance on private automobiles, enhance the pedestrian and cyclist

experience, and simultaneously promote multiple modes of transportation and
recreational benefits.

POLICIES

Policy TR-3.1: Active Transportation
Facilities. Support development of bicycle and
pedestrian facilities to link residential areas,
commercial areas, public transit, and recreation
areas, consistent with the ATP, SR 89 CMP, and
other applicable plans.

ATEDATAHOE
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Policy TR-3.2: Infrastructure Maintenance.
Support operations and maintenance of active

transportation infrastructure to provide reliable,
safe year-round connectivity for pedestrians and
bicyclists throughout the Plan Area and beyond.

PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT | FEBRUARY 2026 3=15



TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 3

Policy TR-3.3: Funding for Active Policy TR-3.5: Year-Round Facilities.
Transportation Projects and Maintenance. Maintain active transportation facilities during
Seek funding sources, such as Measure S winter months to create a year-round culture of
funding and special funds, to provide and active transportation, such as by providing
maintain active transportation facilities in consistent snow plowing through a reliable
coordination with responsible entities. vendor along Class I paths and trailheads and

eliminating snow storage on paths and trails.
Policy TR-3.4: Town Center Walkability.

Improve the walkability of the Meyers Town Policy TR-3.6: Education and Outreach.
Center and Tahoma Village Center in the Plan Promote use of the active transportation

Area through the development of sidewalks, network through educational campaigns,

safe crosswalks, landscape treatments, gateway outreach, and marketing, to visitors, the local
treatments, and traffic calming measures. community, and in local schools.

Goal TR-4: Safety and Enforcement

Improve transportation safety for all users through physical improvements, data

gathering, awareness programs, planning, and enforcement.

POLICIES

Policy TR-4.4: Emergency Response
Planning. Coordinate with responsible agencies
on emergency preparedness and response
planning, such as evacuation planning for
individuals without personal vehicles and safety
awareness programs.

Policy TR-4.1: Reduce Speeds. Identify ways
to reduce vehicular speeds within appropriate
locations without adversely affecting air quality,
such as through the implementation of traffic
calming measures in coordination with Caltrans.

Policy TR-4.2: Safe Crossings. Promote safe
pedestrian and bicyclist crossings at major
roadways and within community areas through
pedestrian safety countermeasures such as
grade-separated facilities, flashing beacons,
curb extensions, and pedestrian refuge islands
in coordination with Caltrans.

Policy TR-4.5: Safety Data. Collect and
analyze transportation safety data and establish
performance measures in coordination with
other agencies.

Policy TR-4.6: Safe Routes to School.
Continue to participate and support the TRPA

Policy TR-4.3: Conflict Points. Lower the and LTUSD Safe Routes to School program.

number of vehicle, bicyclist, and pedestrian
conflict points and improve traffic flow along
highways and major roadways in the Plan Area
by coordinating with responsible agencies on
reducing the number of driveways in the right-
of-way, improving sight distances, increasing
safety signage, and other design features in
appropriate locations.

Policy TR-4.7: Personal Mobility Device
Enforcement. Coordinate and enforce rules
about the allowed use of electric-powered
personal mobility devices on Class I paths and
in roadways with the LTBMU, Tahoe
Conservancy, and City of South Lake Tahoe.
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TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 3

Goal TR-5: Congestion During Peak Periods

Facilitate effective adaptive congestion management through transportation

demand management (TDM) strategies while maintaining equitable ways for all to
access and enjoy the Lake Tahoe Basin.

POLICIES

Policy TR-5.1: Trip Reduction Programs.
Coordinate with private employers within the
Plan Area with 50 or more employees to
implement TDM strategies including, but not
limited to, employer-based trip reduction
programs, ridesharing programs, and transit
incentives.

Policy TR-5.2: TRPA Congestion
Management. Prioritize additional mobility
strategies with TRPA in a manner consistent with
TRPA’s Congestion Management Process required
by federal regulation (23 CFR 450.320) for urban
metropolitan planning organizations.

Policy TR-5.3: SR 89 Corridor Management
Plan Consistency. Implement TDM
recommendations from the SR 89 CMP,
consistent with the Recreation Element including
completing the Tahoe Trail, implementing transit
and shuttle service between South Lake Tahoe
and Tahoma, implementing a transit and parking
reservation system during peak periods,
expanding parking areas, implementing the Lake
Tahoe Water Taxi, restricting and/or relocating
roadside parking, developing peak season
recreation zone speed limits, conducting point
source congestion management in Camp
Richardson, incorporating technology
infrastructure, and increasing operational
resources.

Policy TR-5.4: Park-and-Rides and Shuttles.
Investigate the feasibility of implementing park-
and-rides, shared parking facilities, and shuttles
to popular destinations, including recreation
areas such as Camp Richardson, Emerald Bay,
Fallen Leaf Lake, Sierra-at-Tahoe Resort,
Kirkwood Mountain Resort, and Heavenly

Mountain Resort to alleviate traffic during peak
periods consistent with Goal TR-2.

Policy TR-5.5: Personal Mobility Device Use.
Promote and enable the use of electric-powered
personal mobility devices and ride sharing
services consistent with Policy TR-4.7.

Policy TR-5.6: Monitoring Data. Utilize
monitoring data collected by various Lake Tahoe
Basin agencies, El Dorado County and TRPA to
periodically assess the effectiveness of the long-
term implementation of mobility strategies within
the Plan Area.
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IMPLEMENTATION

Table 3-2 outlines the implementation actions or projects that the County, along with other partner

agencies, will take or implement related to transportation.

Table 3-2 Transportation Implementation Measures

Project(s)

Description

Timeframe¥*

TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 3

Secondary
Agencies

Environmental Improvement Program Projects

Repave the bike path, construct BMPs, and
replace constraining culverts with bridges
Baldwin Beach to improve hydrological condition to _ )
Bike Path support the Taylor and Tallac Ecosystem Short-term LTBMU
Restoration project and provide complete
bike route access to the beach.
Modify the Vikingsholm parking lot to
Emerald Bay accommodate shuttle transportation,
. State
Gateway improve stormwater management and Short-term Parks -
Project BMPs, and improve visitor facilities and
accessibility.
Complete roadway improvements between
SR 89 and the Stanford Sierra Camp.
Fallen Leaf ) - - .
Proposed improvements include improving
Road AR El Dorado
- pavement, eliminating substandard Short-term -
Rehabilitation - . - County
; roadway geometry, installing drainage
Project . .
improvements, and potential road
widening, roadway pullouts, and parking.
Construct a proposed Class I path
Fallen Leaf extension from Fallen Leaf Campground to El Dorado
Recreational Tahoe Mountain Road. The trail will Short-term Count -
Access Project connect to the existing Fallen Leaf Trail. y
New parking areas will be evaluated.
Construct a Class I path from the Sierra
. Tract neighborhood in the City of South . .
Dennis T. California
. Lake Tahoe to Meyers and the Nevada Short-term and
Machida T . ) X El Dorado Tahoe
- state line in Van Sickle Bi-State Park. The Mid-term
Memorial . . . . . County Conservancy,
project will provide active transportation components
Greenway . e . Caltrans
users with a critical link between south
shore communities.
. Construct a multimodal complete streets
Meyers Corridor | 0 + along US 50/SR 89 in Meyers. TRPA, US
Operational T L El Dorado Federal
Improvements will include lighting, Long-term .
Improvement signage, landscaping, and multimodal County Highway
Project gnage, ‘andscaping, Administration
transportation improvements.
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TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 3

Project(s) Description Timeframe* HEEe Second_ary
Agency Agencies
Construct a Class I trail spanning from
Meeks Bay to D.L. Bliss that may include
transit stops, scenic viewpoints and other
amenities along the trail corridor. The TRPA, California
West Shore project will be built in phases based on the Long-term LTBMU, State Parks
Tahoe Trail buildable projects identified in the Trail El Dorado Caltrans !
Feasibility Study. These segments will County
likely have various implementing agencies
including LTBMU, County, State Parks, and
Caltrans.
Pope Beach Provide a non-motorized path to beach Long-term LTBMU )
Bike Path amenities.
Construct the south shore water taxi which
would operate from Tahoma to Zephyr
Cove, Nevada and would connect to the
Lake Tahoe Waterborne Ferry. The SR 89 TRPA
South Shore CMP proposes stops at Camp Richardson, Public/ Califorr;ia
Water Taxi Vikingsholm in Emerald Bay, Rubicon Bay, Long-term .
. ! , Private State Parks,
Project and Hellman-Ehrman Mansion at Ed Z'Berg and LTBMU
Sugar Pine Point State Park. It also
proposes pier improvements at Tahoma
and Camp Richardson for water taxi
access.
Other Projects/Plans
South Upper
Truckee Road Implement Class III bike routes along El Dorado
and Blitzen South Upper Truckee Road and Blitzen Short-term County -
Road Bike Road.
Routes
Black Bart Implement Class III bike routes along El Dorado
Avenue Bike Black Bart Avenue from Pioneer Trail to Mid-term County Caltrans
Route Barbara Avenue.
Construction of new mobility hubs and
transit centers are proposed in the RTP,
Mobility Hubs SR 89 CMP, and TTD Master Plan in El Dorado
and Transit Emerald Bay, Meyers, and California Lodge Long-term TTD County, TRPA,
Centers at Heavenly Mountain Resort. The TTD and Caltrans
Master Plan proposes improvements to the
mobility hub in Tahoma.
Park and Ride Construct a park and ride location south of El Dorado
L . Emerald Bay with shuttle service to Long-term County, TTD and TRPA
ocation
Emerald Bay. Caltrans
US 50 Class I Implement a Class I shared use path and
Bike Path and Class II bike lanes along US 50 from Long-term Caltrans )
Class II Bike Sawmill Road to the City of South Lake
Lanes Tahoe limit.
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Project(s)

Description

Timeframe¥*

TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 3

Lead

Secondary

Active
Transportation
Plan
Implementation

Implement priority projects identified in
the ATP, including but not limited to:

Johnson Meadow Bridge (component
of Dennis T. Machida Greenway).
Fallen Leaf Road Bike Path
(component of Fallen Leaf
Recreational Access Project).
Greenway 4a-4d Phases (component
of Dennis T. Machida Greenway).
Highway 50 to North Upper Truckee
Bike Path.

Lake Tahoe Boulevard Bike Lane -
Gap Closure.

Black Bart Bike Route.

Mt. Rainer Bike Route.

South Upper Truckee Road Bike
Route.

Sawmill to City Bike Path.

Tahoe Mountain to Lake Tahoe
Boulevard Class I Connector.

Ongoing

Agency

Various

Agencies

Various

Connections
2050/Regional
Transportation
Plan
Implementation

Implement planned projects identified in
the RTP, including but not limited to:

SR 89 Recreation Corridor Planning.
Meeks Creek Bridge Replacement.
Emergency Roadway Repair Program
- Caltrans.

Streets and Roads Operations and
Maintenance - Caltrans.

Pavement Resurfacing on US 50 -
SHOPP.

Caltrans SHOPP Minor Program.
ED-50 Vision Zero Improvements.
Safety Improvements - US 50 at F
Street to SR 89 at 10 Street.
Meyers Corridor Operational
Improvement Project.

Mobility Hub and Transit Center
Operations.

Ongoing

Various

Various

Connections
2050/Regional
Transportation
Plan
Implementation
- Transit
Improvements

Implement the following transit
enhancements within the Plan Area
between 2030 and 2050:

New fixed routes will include seasonal
service between Tahoma and Emerald
Bay and Emerald Bay and Stateline
(Route 30), and year-round service
between Meyers and Stateline

(Route 54).

Microtransit is projected to expand to
include multiple zones covering most
south shore neighborhoods, including
Meyers.

Ongoing

Various
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TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 3

Lead Secondary
Agency Agencies

Project(s) Description Timeframe*

e Paratransit is proposed to be
comingled with microtransit
operations on the South Shore, which
would allow paratransit riders more
flexibility with same-day, on-demand
trips.

e A new Trans Sierra route connecting
Meyers to Sacramento via US 50.

Implement recreation projects in the

SR 89 CMP in coordination with other
agencies and entities, including completing
the West Shore Trail (a portion of the
Tahoe Trail), implementing transit and
shuttle between South Lake Tahoe and
Tahoma, implementing a transit and
parking reservation system during peak

SR 89 Corridor periods, expanding parking areas,
Management implementing the Lake Tahoe Water Taxi, . . .

- . ) Ongoing Various Various
Plan restricting and/or relocating roadside

Implementation parking, developing peak season
recreation zone speed limits, conducting
point source congestion management in
Camp Richardson, incorporating
technology infrastructure, increasing
operational resources, and other
recreation projects identified in the
Recreation Implementation Measures
section.

Implement priority projects and consider

implementing candidate projects identified

in the Vision Zero Strategy, including:

¢ Lake Tahoe Boulevard from Industrial
Avenue to Boulder Mountain Court

e US 50 from OIld Meyers Grade Road to
Echo Summit Road El Dorado

e North Upper Truckee Road to west San County
Bernardino Avenue and

e Pioneer Trail from High Meadow Trail Caltrans
to Marshall Trail

e Black Bart Avenue/Martin Avenue to
intersection with Barbara Ave

e US 50 from Apache Ave to Hopi Ave

e SR 89 from Cascade Lake Road to
Upper Emerald Bay Road

Vision Zero
Strategy
Implementation

Ongoing TRPA
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TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 3

Lead Secondary
Agency Agencies

Project(s) Description Timeframe*

Collaborate with Caltrans, Placer County, Caltrans

City of South Lake Tahoe, California Tahoe Placer County,
o Conservancy, and LTBMU to implement a City of South
"‘.’avf'“d'“g way finding signage program within the US ) El Dorado Lake Tahoe,
ﬁ;%';?_gfn 50 and SR 89 rights-of-way that remove, Ongoing County California
reduce, and consolidate highway Tahoe
informational and directional signage Conservancy,
wherever possible. LTBMU

Meyers Area Plan Implementation Actions

Construct transit shelters at transit stops
Transit Shelters to promote additional use of public transit Mid-term TTD -
and increase safety.

Develop and implement intersection
improvements, such as traffic signals, turn
lanes, and/or roundabouts at the following
intersections:

e US 50 and North Upper Truckee

e US 50 and South Upper Truckee El Dorado
e SR 89 and Pine Street Long-term County/ -
e SR 89 and Jameson Beach Road Caltrans
Intersection improvements should improve
pedestrian and bicyclist safety, maintain or
improve level of service, improve traffic
flow, and reduce vehicle emissions
associated with traffic delays.

Intersection
Improvements

Develop and implement improvements to
snow removal and storage operations
Snow Removal within commercial areas along US 50 and
and Storage SR 89 to improve the visibility of Long-term Caltrans -
Improvements businesses, improve pedestrian and
bicyclist safety, and protect native
vegetation.

Reduce and/or consolidate existing access
Consolidate points along US 50 through Meyers, SR
Driveways 89, and Pioneer Trail consistent with Policy
TR-4.3.

Long-term Caltrans -
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Project(s)

Description

Timeframe¥*

TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 3

Lead
Agency

Secondary
Agencies

Improve Traffic
Efficiency

Implement new technologies consistent
with the Federal Intelligent Transportation
Systems Program, the RTP and ATP to
improve the efficiency of circulation
throughout the Plan Area. Priorities for
new technologies include traffic
management (including variable
signalization for peak and non-peak
periods), traveler information, and
emergency management.

Various

Various

Transit
Centers/Mobilit
y Hub

Develop appropriately scaled transit
centers in Meyers, Tahoma, and
potentially Camp Richardson and transit
stops area-wide to reduce vehicle trips and
promote multi-modal transportation.
Locate transit centers with or adjacent to
public parking facilities, commercial
establishments, and bicycle amenities.

Various

Various

Improve Transit
Service

Improve transit service between
communities throughout the Plan Area and
the City of South Lake Tahoe and/or areas
outside of the Tahoe Region, consistent
with the RTP.

Various

Various

Public Parking
Facilities

Optimize and manage public or shared-use
parking areas adjacent to transit centers,
commercial establishments, and/or
trailheads through strategies such as co-
locating uses, shared parking agreements,
pricing mechanisms and enhanced transit
connections to promote a “park once”
pedestrian environment. Public parking
and trailhead facilities should use or
redevelop existing sites where
opportunities are along US 50 at the east
and west end of Meyers, within Meyers
Town Center, Camp Richardson, Emerald
Bay, Ed Z'Berg Sugar Pine Point State
Park, D.L. Bliss State Park, Tahoma, and
other areas in conjunction with partners.
During the project planning and permit
approval process, identify and address the
need for end-of-trip facilities, including
bicycle parking, water fountains, benches,
and restrooms at commercial, tourist,
recreational, transit, lodging, and
government centers.

Various

Various
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TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 3

Lead Secondary
Agency Agencies

Project(s) Description Timeframe*

Construct the bicycle and pedestrian
facilities proposed in the ATP to promote
nonmotorized transportation. Construct,
upgrade, and maintain active
transportation facilities with appropriate

Proposed design to address speed differential

Bicycle and between pedestrians and bicycles, along Various Various )
Pedestrian major travel routes as part of all roadway

Facilities improvements. Projects should be

designed to maximize visibility at vehicle,
bicycle, and pedestrian conflict points
through design, increased safety signage,
sight distance, and other design features,
as appropriate.

Develop and construct additional

Additional : ) .
. pedestrian and bicycle improvements to
Bicycle and - : - . .
Pedestrian provide nonmotorized connections Various Various -
Trails between residential areas, recreation sites,
and commercial areas.
Promote pedestrian and bicyclist safety by
developing and constructing additional
amenities, such as benches or lighting,
Pedestrian along major shared-use paths and . .
. - - . Various Various -
Amenities between commercial businesses and high-

use recreation areas and adjacent
highways in Meyers, Tahoma, and Meeks
Bay.

Notes: ATP = Active Transportation Plan; BMP = Best Management Practice; CMP = Corridor Management Plan; LTBMU =
Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit; RTP = Regional Transportation Plan; TTD = Tahoe Transportation District; TRPA =
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency.

*Timeframes include short-term (0-5 years), mid-term (6-10 years), and long-term (up to 20 years).

Source: Data compiled by Ascent in 2025.
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TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 3
Figure 3-3 Existing and Proposed Active Transportation Facilities (1 of 3)
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TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 3

Figure 3-4 Existing and Proposed Active Transportation Facilities (2 of 3)
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TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 3

es (3 of 3)
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